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FROM THE WORLD 
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2020 TOWN HALL LECTURE SERIES

GENERAL JOHN F. KELLY
Monday, January 27, 2020

RICK STEVES
Tuesday, February 11, 2020

AMBASSADOR WENDY SHERMAN
Monday, February 17, 2020

SAM QUINONES
Monday, March 2, 2020

LISA GENOVA
Monday, March 23, 2020

ANNIE LEIBOVITZ
Tuesday, April 7, 2020

All lectures take place at the 
Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall

Morning lectures begin at 10:30 a.m.  
Evening lectures begin at 7:30 p.m.

PLATINUM APPRECIATION EVENT
Thursday, January 9, 2020

The Ringling College Library Association is 
dedicated to the ongoing development of the 
Alfred R. Goldstein Library and acts as a catalyst 
for the educational growth of students, faculty 
and community.  



Dear TOWN HALL Patrons,

At TOWN HALL 2020 we will present to you the 40th 
installment of our series, where the biggest and most 
influential names in the world have taken our stage. 
Over 200 distinguished influencers have participated 
in TOWN HALL since its inception in 1981. Past alumni 
include names like Clinton, Bush, Blair, Gorbachev, 
Albright, Rice, Bernanke, Brokaw, Goodall, Cheney, 
O’Neal, and many more.

The longstanding and hard-earned reputation of 
TOWN HALL—and our goal each year—is to bring 
together strangers, expand horizons, stimulate conver-
sation, and enlighten our community. It is a testament 
to TOWN HALL and our army of volunteers that we are 
able to sustain such a beloved and critical institution 
to our community. Your loyalty and support has given 
us the privilege of being one of the largest nonprofit 
lecture series in America.   

While the world continues to be more complex than 
ever, TOWN HALL is an opportunity to find intersec-
tions between these unique times and the individual 
interests, of you, our diverse patrons. We hope you will 
continue to engage with us in 2020 and continue to be 
part of the TOWN HALL community. 

On behalf of everyone at the Ringling College Library 
Association, we wish to thank our sponsors, members, 
subscribers, and patrons for the tremendous support 
you show TOWN HALL. Just as you are the heart of 
these lectures, students and academic resources are 
the heart of any college. The TOWN HALL series was 
created to support these two vital aspects of Ringling 
College of Art and Design. You have been such a large 
part of this and your continued support ensures that 
we can continue to fulfil our mission.  

We are honored to provide you with another series of 
thought-provoking presentations and hope that you 
are as eager for our 40th celebration as we are! 

Warm Regards, 

Stephanie Grosskreutz 
Executive Director

Ollie Johnson 
TOWN HALL 2020 Committee Chair 
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GENERAL JOHN F. KELLY
Monday, January 27, 2020

Secretary Kelly was born and raised in Boston, 
Massachusetts. He enlisted in the Marine Corps 
in 1970, and was discharged as a sergeant in 
1972. Following graduation from the University of 
Massachusetts in 1976, he was commissioned as  
an Officer of Marines.

As an officer, Kelly served in a number of command, 
staff, and school assignments including sea duty, 
instructor duty at The Basic School, the Infantry 
Officer Course, command of the 1st Light Armored 
Reconnaissance Battalion, attendance at the 
National War College, and duty on Capitol Hill as the 
Commandant’s liaison to the U.S. Congress. He also 
served as the Special Assistant to the Supreme Allied 
Commander, Europe, in Mons, Belgium.

Kelly commanded Marine Forces Reserve and Marine 
Forces North from October 2009 to March 2011. He 
then served as the Senior Military Assistant to two 
Secretaries of Defense—Gates and Panetta—before 
being nominated for a fourth star and command of the 
United States Southern Command (SOUTHCOM), a 
position he held until January 2016.

After less than a year in retirement, Secretary Kelly 
was offered the opportunity to serve the nation 
and its people again, as the Secretary of Homeland 
Security. After he and his family served a lifetime in 
service to the nation—and knowing no other life—the 
opportunity to serve again was welcomed. After six 
months, he was selected to serve as White House 
Chief of Staff, a position he held until January 2019.



RICK STEVES
Tuesday, February 11, 2020

Rick took his first trip to Europe in 1969, visiting piano 
factories with his father, a piano importer. By the time 
he reached 18, Rick jokes, “I realized I didn’t need 
my parents to travel!” He began traveling on his own, 
funding his trips by teaching piano lessons. In 1976, he 
started Rick Steves’ Europe, a business that has grown 
from a one-man operation to a company with a well-
traveled staff of over 100 full-time employees. 

Rick Steves advocates smart, affordable, 
perspective-broadening travel. As host and writer 
of the popular public television series Rick Steves’ 
Europe, and best-selling author of over 50 European 
travel books, he encourages Americans to travel 
as “temporary locals.” He helps American travelers 
connect much more intimately and authentically 
with Europe—and Europeans—for a fraction of what 
mainstream tourists pay.

Over the past 20 years, Rick has hosted over 100 travel 
shows for public television, and numerous pledge 
specials (raising millions of dollars for local stations). 
His Rick Steves’ Europe TV series is carried by over 
300 stations, reaching 95 percent of US markets. Rick 
has also created two award-winning specials for public 
television: Rick Steves’ European Christmas and the 
ground-breaking Rick Steves’ Iran. 

Rick is outspoken on the need for Americans to fit 
better into our planet by broadening our perspectives 
through travel.



AMBASSADOR  
WENDY SHERMAN
Monday, February 17, 2020

Ambassador Sherman is a senior fellow at both 
Harvard’s Institute of Politics and Belfer Center for 
Science and International Affairs. She brings over three 
decades of experience in business, international affairs, 
and politics. Sherman recently stepped down as under 
secretary of state for political affairs after four years 
overseeing every region of the world, dealing with 
every major opportunity and crisis, and leading the U.S. 
negotiating team to a successful conclusion of the Iran 
nuclear deal. In recognition of her many diplomatic 
accomplishments, she was recently awarded the 
National Security Medal.

Prior to her position as under secretary, she spent a 
decade in the private sector, first as a founding partner 
of The Albright Group, and then as vice chair of 
Albright Stonebridge Group.

Sherman served as counselor of the Department of 
State from 1997–2001, as well as special advisor to 
President Bill Clinton and policy coordinator on  
North Korea. From 1993–1996, under Secretary  
Warren Christopher, she was assistant secretary for 
legislative affairs.

In addition, Sherman has been a long-standing member 
with the Council on Foreign Relations and numerous 
national security groups. In 2008, she was appointed 
by bipartisan congressional leadership to serve on the 
Commission on the Prevention of Weapons of Mass 
Destruction, Proliferation and Terrorism.



SAM QUINONES
Monday, March 2, 2020

Sam Quinones is a Los Angeles-based freelance 
journalist and author of three books of narrative 
nonfiction. His latest book is Dreamland: The True Tale 
of America’s Opiate Epidemic, for which he traveled 
across the United States.

Dreamland chronicles the roots of America’s opiate 
epidemic, the nation’s deadliest drug scourge in its 
history. In it, Quinones recounts twin stories of drug 
marketing in the 21st Century: A pharmaceutical 
corporation flogs its legal new opiate prescription 
painkiller as nonaddictive. Meanwhile, immigrants from 
a small town in Nayarit, Mexico devise a method for 
retailing black-tar heroin like pizza in the US. 

The story is also an attempt to show how Americans’ 
desire to avoid pain, together with destruction of 
community, exaltation of the private, made the 
country especially vulnerable to addiction to opiates. 
Dreamland won a National Book Critics Circle award 
for the Best Nonfiction Book of 2015.

He is at work on a follow up to Dreamland, about  
the scourge of fentanyl, methamphetamine, as well  
as dispatches from grassroots efforts to combat  
the epidemic.

His first two highly-acclaimed books grew from his 10 
years living and working as a freelance writer in Mexico. 

Sam Quinones is formerly a reporter with the L.A. 
Times, where he worked for 10 years (2004-2014).  
He is a veteran reporter on immigration, gangs,  
drug trafficking, and the border.



LISA GENOVA
Monday, March 23, 2020

Lisa Genova graduated valedictorian, summa 
cum laude from Bates College with a degree in 
Biopsychology and has a Ph.D. in Neuroscience from 
Harvard University. Acclaimed as the Oliver Sacks of 
fiction and the Michael Crichton of brain science, she 
is the New York Times bestselling author of Still Alice, 
Left Neglected, Love Anthony, Inside the O’Briens and 
Every Note Played.

Lisa’s writing focuses on people living with neurological 
diseases and disorders who tend to be ignored, feared, 
or misunderstood. Through fiction, she is dedicated to 
describing with passion and accuracy the journeys of 
those affected, thereby educating, demystifying, and 
inspiring support for care and scientific research. She 
has written about Alzheimer’s disease, traumatic brain 
injury, autism, Huntington’s disease, and ALS.

Still Alice was adapted into a film starring Julianne 
Moore, Alec Baldwin, Kristen Stewart, Kate Bosworth, 
and Hunter Parrish. Julianne Moore won the Best 
Actress Oscar for her role in the film adaptation of Still 
Alice in 2015.

In 2016, Genova received an Honorary Doctorate of 
Humane Letters from Bates College, The Alzheimer’s 
Association’s Rita Hayworth Award, and The 
Huntington’s Disease Society of America Community 
Awareness Award. 

Lisa’s TED talk—What You Can Do To Prevent 
Alzheimer’s—was one of the most popular TED talks of 
2017 and has been viewed almost four million times.



ANNIE LEIBOVITZ
Tuesday, April 7, 2020

Annie Leibovitz began her career as a photojournalist 
for Rolling Stone in 1970, while she was still a student 
at the San Francisco Art Institute. Leibovitz’s large and 
distinguished body of work encompasses some of the 
most well- known portraits of our time.

She became Rolling Stone’s chief photographer in 
1973, and by the time she left the magazine, ten years 
later, she had shot one hundred and forty-two covers 
and published photo essays on scores of stories. In 
1983, when she joined the staff of the revived Vanity 
Fair, she was established as the foremost rock music 
photographer and an astute documentarian of the 
social landscape. At Vanity Fair, and later at Vogue, 
she developed a large body of work—portraits of 
actors, directors, writers, musicians, athletes, and 
political and business figures, as well as fashion 
photographs—that expanded her collective portrait of 
contemporary life. In addition to her editorial work, she 
has created several influential advertising campaigns.

In 2009, she received the International Center of 
Photography’s Lifetime Achievement Award, ASME’s 
first Creative Excellence Award, and the Centenary 
Medal of the Royal Photographic Society in London. 
In 2012, she was the recipient of the Los Angeles 
Museum of Contemporary Art Award to Distinguished 
Women in the Arts and the Wexner Prize. In 2013 
she received the Prince of Asturias Award for 
Communication and Humanities. She was the inaugural 
recipient of the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art 
Contemporary Vision Award in 2015. She has been 
designated a Living Legend by the Library of Congress.
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Ringling College Library Association
appreciates your support and hopes
the following information will assist
you in completing your subscription
request for the Town Hall 2020
lecture series.

•  ALL SUBSCRIPTION REQUESTS MUST BE 
MAILED. SEATING SELECTION IS BASED ON 
AVAILABILTY AND EARLIEST POSTMARK DATE. 

•  Morning or evening series subscriptions may  
only be purchased in its entirety. A combination  
of morning and evening lectures may not  
be purchased.

•  Prior to lectures, audience members have the 
opportunity to email us with a question for the 
speaker. Following the speaker’s formal remarks, 
a selection of audience questions will be posed 
to the speaker. To ask questions in advance, go 
to www.rclassociation.org and click on “Ask the 
speaker a question.”

•  Speakers are requested to attend the  
luncheons and receptions. Their attendance  
is not always guaranteed.

• Tickets will be mailed in November 2019.

•  All tickets must be purchased through RCLA.  
Tickets are not available via Van Wezel.

•  Alternate speakers and date changes may  
be substituted in the event of cancellation.  
No refunds will be provided for speaker or  
date substitutions.

•  All ticket sales are final. No refunds or  
exchanges of lecture, luncheon or reception 
tickets will be given.



CONTACT US FOR ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION ABOUT 

ON THE WEB: RCLASSOCIATION.ORG  

BY PHONE: 941.309.5100

EMAIL US AT: INFO@RCLASSOCIATION.ORG

• Becoming an Association Member in 2020

• RCLA Member Benefits

• How your company can be a corporate sponsor

In 1974 a group of 40 civic leaders formed an 
advisory board for the Ringling School, which  
needed a library in order to achieve accreditation. 
The following year, the Friends of the Ringling Art 
Library was formed. In 1980 the Kimbrough Library 
opened. Thirty-seven years later, the state-of-the-art 
Alfred R. Goldstein Library opened. 
 
Because of the success of the TOWN HALL lecture 
series, RCLA is today one of the largest cumulative 
donors to the college with contributions and 
commitments exceeding $11 million dollars. 

HISTORY OF SERVICE
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